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This issue of Macalester International owes a debt to a few critical
individuals. Among them are, of course, the authors of the
essays and the respondents. Without exception, each of them
took her/his assignment to heart and delivered it on time. In
this context, we must single out Professor Edward W. Said, who
accepted our invitation in the midst of extraordinary demands
on him. Said’s dramatic entrance into the Weyerhaeuser Chapel,
the venue for the International Roundtable, captured for us an
unforgettable moment — a combination of the fragility of the
body and the strength of the intellect. Also, our gratitude goes to
three of our students — Consuelo Gutierrez, Christopher Her-
man, and Nicole Palasz. They helped in a variety of ways,
including tracking down endnotes.
We bid farewell to Dr. Robert M. Gavin, Jr., who is stepping
down from the Presidency of Macalester College at the end of
this academic year. Because of his commitment to international-
ism, we dedicate this volume to him. Finally, we extend our wel-
come to our new President, Dr. Michael S. McPherson, and look
forward to working with him in furthering internationalism at
the College.
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